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March 10, 2020 
 
 
Beloved Saints of the Most High God:  
 
 

What Should We Be Doing About the Coronavirus? 
 

A challenge to our churches to minister in their community, among their family and the church, if the 
Coronavirus strikes. 

Since Jesus came to earth and healed people, Christians have lovingly cared lepers, victims of the plague, people dying of 
HIV-Aids.  Some believers died doing acts of tender mercies to those who died with no one close, no one to pray or 
soothingly  sing over them. They put their lives on the line because to them, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Rise up 
Church! 

Many people are worried and wondering what they can do if this virus comes to their area, community, 
family, or church.   

Let me begin by saying that though COVID-19 is new to us as a virus,  the concept of a plague or 
pestilence is not a new challenge for the Church.  Since mankind fell in the garden of Eden, disease 
has come into the world. It is one of the evidences of judgment generally on all mankind, just like the 
common cold. Most likely, just like the rain, it will fall upon the just and the unjust. Is it a cause or 
reason to call for repentance?  Of course, since death comes to us all here is another way it may claim 
us, but it is not something that we can particularly say, “because of this sin, in this country, that is why 
this disease has come.” Jesus tells all people, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). 

The reality of death always becomes heightened in our awareness during days of war, tribulation, or 
disease. None of us need to become a caricature of an angry prophet, the disease is frightening enough. 
We need to be available with the Gospel of hope, the reality of heaven, and the demonstration of 
compassion and mercy.  We need to be sensitive to the panic and fear that arise in times of pestilence, 
and we need to deal with our own fears as well. 

So, our first call is to pray, asking the Lord to restrain it, prevent its spread and to end it! Pray for God’s 
mercy to protect us against this disease, ask the Lord to restrain it and to end it. Pray for the Lord to 
give our scientists wisdom and skill to come up with vaccines and medicines to fight it. Pray for our 
leaders to know the best strategy and the wisdom to implement it to protect the public health. Pray for 
our pastors and church leaders to know how to prepare the people of the congregation to be prepared 
for ministry. Pray for faith and courage to be able to meet the challenge.   
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Our second call is for us, as God’s people, to lead with courage and faith, and not hysteria, gossip, 
rumors, panic, or paralysis.  We need to encourage ourselves in the LORD and encourage our families 
to trust in God, and to be wise in our actions.  We need to: 

• Teach our children hygiene, 
• Wash our hands often, using soap and water or hand sanitizer, 
• Sneeze or cough into our elbows, 
• Stay home when we realize we have symptoms of cold, flu, or any contagion virus, 
• Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands, 
• Avoid close contact with someone who is sick,  
• Practice the precautionary measures at home and pass this information along to family and 

friends, consider unnecessary sharing of cell phones with our children, as well as others,   
• Deep clean our churches, including pews, restrooms, office spaces, computers, etc.  
• Disinfect our pews, woodwork, etc. 
• Assure that our restrooms have proper materials and supplies that will accommodate our needs,  
• Reconsider greetings with handshakes and hugs,  
• Assist the Elderly (Age 65+), to assure that they are healthy and feeling well while worshipping 

in our midst, and   
• Clean the microphones with a disinfectant, e.g. Lysol wipes. 

The third thing is to mobilize all the medical personnel within your congregation and help them 
spiritually.  Bring them forward in a worship service and pray over them, as they are the first line of 
defense against, and have the most susceptibility to, the virus-even before they know what may be 
walking into the clinic or doctor’s office.  Pray for God’s protection over them, and for them to be a 
witness of faith and courage. 

Do you know that elderly or handicapped people may have no family to bring them help if they become 
isolated, in the congregation,  or in the neighborhood?  This is a good way to show love and care to 
those around you. Ask for their contact information and encourage them to let the church know if 
they need help. Volunteers may be needed for transportation, picking up prescriptions, or calling 
relatives. Seek the recommendation/advice of the Center for Disease Control and/or the local Health 
Agency professionals on how to best assist and provide maintenance care to those who are ill, isolated 
or quarantined with the virus.  Be cautious when engaging anyone who has been exposed to the virus, 
or has a compromised immune system, or an underlying health condition, making them susceptible.   

Since Jesus came to earth and healed people, Christians have lovingly cared lepers, victims of the plague, 
people dying of HIV-Aids.  Some believers died doing acts of tender mercies to those who died with 
no one close, no one to pray or soothingly  sing over them. They put their lives on the line because to 
them, to live is Christ and to die is gain. Rise up Church! 

Lastly, our Church Decree Page 97, Article XX (20) places emphasis on Common Sense and Sound 
Judgment. Please remain vigilant!    
 
Your caring servant, 

Bishop R. W. Fletcher 
Bishop Rebecca W. Fletcher   
Chief Overseer and Senior Bishop    
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